POLITICAL COMMITTEE MEETING, No. 4, November 5, 1973

Present: Barnes, Breitman, Britton, Camejo, A. Hansen,
J. Hansen, Horowitz, Jenness, Jones, Lovell,
Morrison, Seigle, Stone, Thomas, Waters

Consultative: Dobbs, Kerry, Novack

Visitors: Evans, Finkel, Iund, North, Scott
Chair: Lovell
AGENDA: 1. World Movement

2. Watergate
1. WORLD MOVEMENT

Waters, J. Hansen, and Horowitz reported.

Discussion

2. WATERGATE

Barnes opened discussion.

Discussion

Agreed that next issue of the magaiine will be a special
issue devoted to analysis of Watergate.

Meeting adjourned.



14 Chales Lane
New York, N.Y, 10014
November 6, 1973

TO POLITICAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Dear Comrades,

Attached you will find Milt Alvin's letter of October 30 to
the Political Committee concerning critical support to Communist
Party candidates. His earlier letter concerning the Los Angeles
branch recommendation for critical support was attached to the
Political Committee minutes of March 23, 1973,

Comradely,

Bev Scott
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Los Angeles, Calif.

Oct. 31, 1973. -

To Political Committee
Dear Comrades:

: ' i Recently the Political Committee approved
~a proposal of the Pittsburgh branch to give critical support to
a candiddte of the Communist Party running in the present
elections. Several weeks before that the PC voted to approve
a request to give critical support to three candidates of the
C.P. running in New York City.

As you know, last spring the Los Angeles )
branch, with PC approval, gave critical support to a C.P,
candidate. The results of this tactic were rather scanty.
It was reported that a leaflet describing the SWP pbsition was
distributed at a C.P, campaign meeting attended by 25 people
of whom two were under age 50. That is all.

Mercifully, the L.A, support received
' wrtually no publicity. One of our comrades accidently over=
heard someone ask Dorothy Healy, at that time a leader of

-~ the C,P, who has since resigned, what they would do in the

. face of Trotskyist support of their candidate. '"We will ignore
_-it, " she replied. Andrignore it‘they did. i T

wd e In an exchange of correspondence between
‘ Comrade Barry Sheppard and me at the time of the L. A. support
question, which I opposed, he wrote, "If valid, your pos1t1on
would exclude the use of the critical support tactic in relation
~ to the C.P. on a national scale.”" I replied to this that, "...if .
your reasons are valid, it would make it mandatory for us to

: g1ve cntlca.l support to all 'C.P. candidates. " :

e: I am now of the opinion that the party is
‘movmg over to this position, that is, supportmg C.P. candidates
regardless of circumstances, Just as long as we are not runnmg
: anyone for the same office. ' '

FRey



: ;:}approach C.P.ers and YWLLers, the same reason . 2
Y gwen in the L.A. case earller thxs year. "

1 especxally gsince 1mportant world eventsl S
: sa th‘b narrow results that can be obtamed by -




; omrmttees supporting a Black candidate, etc. Program '
i a crxterion. ‘Third, such movements would have to

00 00 m;élmbers in the party ?d Yoting Com
thad a great- dealt‘of 1nf1uen in umon‘s -an
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q\nte proper for Trotsky to raise the poss1b1l1ty of giving them
eritical support

B However, today the picture is different. The

.G, P, is actually a sect now. Even though they represent an obst-
: \,yacle to our growth it is not as formldable as it was 30 to 40 TG
yeata ago. ' That is the reahty. g Lo e A

To return to the latest example, that 15, e
.thtsburgh the PC a.pprcved giving critical support: to a: candid-~
~ate of the C.P. running for a relatively unimportant post, some~ -
tiunﬁ ike. the L.A.. incident last spring. This approval was given
21 he coup in Cl'ule ." whn:h ‘caught the workers there unprep-

: !l'ﬁ .Amotica C.P. éupp rted the Chilean C P ts

6‘;1: '6ur':attitude towards _the ,American C. P.? 1 thinkrf:




In the Nov. z 1973 issue of THE MILITANT 57-7

t§ daﬁé?o ‘a party% 4
18R i‘unnmﬁ agamsf'the capxtahst partws ‘and candxdates. :

”ndent_ who would have contested the mayorahty
fe'j" 1mportant post “It gives tli?p C. P. cred1 fo:
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" branch there had directed itself to a head=~on attack on the
C.P. ;instead of giving its candldate support. I cannot say R
criti ai-‘}vsupport as they do not mention any criticism. The reference i
ep political differences' between the C.P, and SWP. = ¢

explain nbthmg and can n only confuae readers, especlally new fﬂ e

G The tone of the Plttsburgh letter is what
cquld be expected in a pohte argument between two alumni at
1 a‘umVersity club The letter reeks of politeness and paterna.l- o
ism., It seems to say, "'We a.re all good fellows, we Just have

"Prdteky: The Commumst parmes are workin
; class orgaxnzatmns but at the same time, where they are
‘strong enough, they are the greatest obstacles to the socxal-
ist Yevolution.” That is the dialectic of this question as

‘ rated otragxcally in Chxle only a few weeks ago

: We used to’ sa.y Stahmsm is reactmnary
Uthrough and through." Now the American C. P., which is
,bmpi'_ tely Sta.hmst, has been promoted to "a partx in the
seciﬁliet movement. ! ._;',The truth is they are a party of th

,rnore hke horse-&radmg in the style of“zthe Frehch
Communiste ‘and’ Lutte’, Ovnere. Sl
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o , The same article reports that an SWP candidate,

'replymg to a questmn from a C,P, supporter about the differences
between the C.P, and SWP, used the example of C,P, support for

: Herman Badillo in the Democratic primaries in contrast to our ,

: posimon. In itself this is not incorrect but it came several weeks
‘after C,P. treachery in Chile became plain for anyone to see, if

"attentzon is called to it by our speakers and representatives®

The opportumty to expose Stalinist class collaboration by tymg

together the Badiuo and Chile events was missed.

The respnn51b1hty for these unfavora.ble

Ll In hght of the a.bove, I propose to the Political
Commlttee that a. d1s cussion of this whole question,- of the tactic |
" of cntma.l support be. maugurated within the National Commxttee. :
Adde& i:o this;“lt now is apparent is the necessity to clarify
~once again ”»»our posn:wn on Communist parties and Stalim.sm.. :
The party must be re-educated on these pomts as the present




